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PARABLES 
 

Parable: par-a-ble  [par-uh-buhl] 

Jesus told around 38 parables that were recorded in the bible. They are punchy 

stories that often have a hidden meaning, a twist, a sting in the tail, or a punch-

line. In this regard, they are not too dissimilar from a joke!  

Parables aren't nice stories Jesus told with a cute moral to them; "be good like 

the good Samaritan", nor are they simply illustrations of the truth. Jesus told 

parables to conceal the truth as much as he did to reveal it (Lk 8:10). Parables 

are meant to get a response out of people. In fact, Jesus often offended people 

when he told parables (Luke 7:36-48, 12:13-21). Jesus’ parables exposed the 

idolatry in people’s hearts...and they still do today. Parables comforted & 

strengthened others...and they still do today. It’s not just about how the 

Pharisees or the prostitutes heard what Jesus said. It’s about how YOU hear 

what Jesus said!  

The crucial question to answer in each of these studies is: what did they hear? 

What did the original listeners hear? In these studies we're gonna hear what 

they heard...and feel what they feel. This series is about getting the point and 

responding as Jesus calls us to. As you read & listen to the parables, you’re not 

simply observing Jesus interacting with other people...you are hearing God 

speak; through his Son and by his Spirit. 

So to those who have ears....let them hear (Lk 8:8) 
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The Rich Fool  

Luke 12:13-21 
 

1. If you had $50 million dollars what would you do with your life? 

 

2. What prompts Jesus to tell this parable (v. 13-15)? What has Jesus seen 

in this man’s heart that is not obvious to the rest? 

 

 

3. “...a man’s life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions” (v. 

15). Does our world believe this? Does advertising believe this? 

 

 

 

 

4. We speak the gospel into a ‘possession obsessed world’. How does the 

gospel speak to rich people who have it all? 

 

 

 

 

5. What is the rich man’s business strategy in the parable (v. 17-18)? What 

is his life strategy (v. 19)?  

 

 

6. What is the problem with the rich man’s attitude (v. 16, 21)? 

 

 

 



 
 

5 

7. What is Jesus verdict on this man...and this way of life (v. 20-21)? Why? 

 

 

8. Put yourself in the man’s shoes (v. 13). What did he hear when Jesus 

told this story? How would you feel? What response does Jesus want? 

 

 

9. If someone offered to pay you $100 000 000 to stop being a Christian 

what would you say? Would you find it hard to say no? 

 

 

 

10. How tempting is it for you to think you are defined by your clothes, 

phone, house, sunglasses, parents car etc? 

 

 

 

11. Are you greedy? How can you combat greed and put it to death in your 

life? (1 Tim 6:6-10)  

 

 

 

 

12. How can generosity fight greed? How are you going at being generous; 

at being a blessing to others with what God has blessed you with?  
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1. Have you ever been forgiven for doing something really horrible? What 

did you do? How did you feel towards the person who forgave you? 

 

2. What is the woman doing in the passage (v.37-38)? Was this easy for 

her to do? What does Simon the Pharisee think of all this? (v.39) 

 

 

 

 

3. Breakdown the elements of the parable. What are the parallels 

between Jesus story and his dinner party? 

 

 

4. Which of the men in verse 41-42 loved the moneylender more? Why? 

 

5. What is different about the way Simon treats Jesus and the way the 

sinful woman treats Jesus? List the differences found in verses 44-47? 

 

 

6. Why did Jesus tell this parable?  

 

 

 

The two debtors  

Luke 7:36-50 
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7. Put yourself in the hearer’s shoes.  

a. What did the prostitute hear?  

 

b. What did Simon hear? 

 

 

8. Who do you relate to most in this passage; Simon or the sinful woman? 

What do you hear when you listen to this parable? 

 

 

 

9. Why do we fall into the trap of treating Jesus like Simon and not like the 

sinful woman? What are we forgetting by when we treat Jesus like 

Simon? 

 

 

 

10. Do you love Jesus? Do you love & worship him like the sinful woman 

does in this story? Why/Why not?  

 

 

11. Reflect on how much has Jesus forgiven you?  Are you thankful? What 

will help you be more thankful? 
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1. Have you ever RSVP’d to a party and then didn’t show up? What was your 

excuse? Was the host angry? 

 

2. What is the context to the parable (14:1, 12-14, 15:1)? 

 

 

3. What is the invitation process outlined in verse 16 and 17? What do you 

think the first invitation announcement was for? And the second?  

 

4. What are the excuses? Are they valid excuses?  

 

a. Excuse one (v.18) 

 

 

b. Excuse two (v.19) 

 

c. Excuse three (v.20) 

 

 

5. Why is the owner angry? Heaps of people can’t make it to parties what is 

so wrong about what the guests have done in this passage?  

 

 

The great banquet  

Luke 14:15-24 
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6. What is the warning given to those who are invited but do not show up 

(v.24)? 

 

7. Who did Jesus come to save? (Luke 19:10) How does this parable 

demonstrate God’s mercy?  

 

8. Why did Jesus tell this parable (Think back to Q2)? How did his hearers 

hear it? 

 

 

 

9. What excuses do you hear from people for not becoming a Christian?  

Are you making excuses for not taking up Jesus invitation? 

 

 

10. How is this parable a warning to you? 

 

 

 

11. Why does the host invite so many other guests? (Verse 23) Read 2 Peter 

3:8-9. How is this parable an example of what God is like?  

 

 

12. Do you feel the same way about the lost as God does? How have you 

slacked off in talking to your friends and family about their salvation?  
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The persistent widow  

Luke 18:1-7 
 

 

1. Think of a time when a friend did not respond to an email or text message 

for a long time. What was your reaction to their silence? 

 

2. Why does Jesus tell his disciples this parable? (v1) 

 

 

3. Why do you think the widow kept coming to the judge? 

 

 

4. What is the significance of the widow’s persistent plea for justice? 

 

 

 

5. Think of a time when you asked for God’s help and did not sense any help 

or response from God. Use two or three words that describe what you 

thought or felt at that time. 

 

 

6. What was the judge’s response to the widow’s plea? Did he deal justly? 

(v4-5) 
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7. How is God different to the unjust judge in this parable? 

 

 

8. Think of a time when you experienced God’s unfailing love. How would 

you describe that experience? 

 

 

9. What does Jesus teach us through this parable? (v6-7) 

 

 

 

10. What encouragement does this parable offer you for times when God 

seems silent? 

 

11. What might help you to stay strong in your faith when God seems silent? 

 

 

12. How would you describe your prayer habits at the moment? 

 

 

13. Have you given up on praying for certain people or things? How does this 

parable encourage you to start praying again? 
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1. Who is the person you’d least expect to help you in a time of need? Why? 

 

 

2. Do you think the expert’s question (v. 25) is a good one or a bad one? Why? 

 

 

 

3. How would you answer the question, “What must I do to inherit eternal life?” 

Why does Jesus answer the way he does (v 26-28)? Read Luke 18:18-29. How 

does Jesus answer the same question there? 

 

 

 

 

4. Why do you reckon the expert asks who his neighbour is? (v 29) How is the 

1st question different from the 2nd? 

 

 

 

 

5. Why does Jesus tell the parable of the Good Samaritan? (v. 29) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Good Samaritan  

Luke 10:25-37 
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6. Who are the characters in the parable? What do we know about each? 
 

Character What we know 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

7. Why does Jesus tell the expert to ‘go and do likewise’? (v 37) 

 

 

8. Did the expert get the point? Do you? Summarise in your own words what 

you think the point of the parable is. 

 

 

 

9. Do you know how to get eternal life (Lk 10:22-24)? Do you have it? 

 

 

10. What do these verses teach us about religion? 

 

 

 

11. Because we can’t achieve eternal life through the Law; does that mean we 

can ignore it (Matt 5:17)? How are you going at loving God with ALL your 

heart, soul, strength & mind? Are there people you’ve failed to love like you 

love yourself? 
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1. Have you ever lost something that was precious to you, how did you feel 
when you found it? 

 

2. Who is present when Jesus tells this story? (15:1-2) How do you think the 
story is relevant to these two groups of people? 

 

 

3. What other lost stories does Jesus tell before the one about the two lost 
sons? How do they relate to our story? 
 

 

4. Compare the lives of the older and younger sons. 
 

Older Younger 

  

 
5. What was so outrageous about the youngest son’s request? What was so 

outrageous about the Father’s response (v12)?  
 

 

 

The Prodigal God  

Luke 15:11-32 
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6. What does prodigal mean? Who in the story does prodigal best describe? 
 
 
 

7. What does this story tell us about the ‘heart of God’? How does the character 
of the Father help us understand this? (Vs 20-24, 31-32) 

 
 
8. What are the 2 reactions to the youngest sons return? (v.22-28) 
 

 

9. Which son is more lost? Who do the sons represent? Which son do you most 
identify with? Why? 

 
 
 
10. What does this story tell us about repentance? How do the two sons help 

us understand this? (Vs 18-20, 28-30) 
 

 

11. The bible says that everyone is lost. Do you consider that you are lost? 
What does that mean? 

 

 

12. There is a party in heaven when someone becomes a believer (Lk. 15:10). 
Is this your attitude when someone becomes a believer? Why/ Why not? 
How can you make sure your attitude towards lost people is the same as 
Gods (and not like the Pharisee’s of v. 2)? 
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1. Have you ever been mistaken about a person’s identity? Discuss with 
group. 

 

 

2. Compare the prayers &  the men who came to the temple: 
 

 Who are they? How did they pray? 
Pharisee  

 
 

 

Tax 
Collector 

 
 
 

 

 
3. What was the problem with the prayer of the Pharisee? (Vs 11-12) 

 
 
 

4. What was right about the Tax Collector’s prayer? (Vs 13) 
 
 
 

5. Who do you think the “goodie” and the “baddie” is in this story? Which 
man went home right with God (justified)? Why? (Vs 14) 

 

 

 

 

The Pharisee & Tax Collector  

Luke 18:9-14 
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6. What did the original hearers hear? How might this parable have been a 
shock to Jesus original listeners? 

 

 

 
7. Notice the audience to which Jesus told this story. (Vs 9) How is this story 

a rebuke to them? 
 

 
8. Jesus told this parable as a rebuke to those who were confident in their 

own righteousness. Aren’t we supposed to be confident (Phil 1:6; Heb 
10:19; 1 John 2:28)? What does Jesus mean by confident here? 

 
 
 
 

9. Are you a good person? Who do you compare yourself to? What happens 
if you compare yourself to God? 

 
 
 
10. Have you recognised your sin? Do you need to humble yourself before 

God and beg for his mercy and forgiveness?  
 
 
 
 

11. Read James 4:6-9. How can you sow humility into your life? How can you 
avoid being an obnoxious Christian jerk who thinks you’re better than 
everyone else? 
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1. How many legs does the elephant have? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. What are the 4 types of soil and what does each soil type represent? 

SOIL REPRESENTS 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

3. How are the different soil types mentioned in this story typical of the 
various responses to Jesus? (c.f. Lk. 4:28-30, Lk. 10:13-16.) 

 
 
 
 

The Parable of the Sower  

Luke 8:1-15 
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4. Which type of soil best describes where you are at; and why? 
 
 
 
 

5. Did Jesus tell parables to ‘reveal’ (show) or ‘conceal’ (hide) the truth? 
(v. 9-10) 

 
 
 
 
 

6. So this isn’t just a nice farming story! What does this parable and the 
stories following tell us about listening to Jesus? (Lk 8:8b, 15, 18, 21) 

 

 

 

7. What does it mean to ‘hear the word and retain it’ (Vs 15)? Are you 
doing that? 

 

 

8. How’s your ‘time with God’ (bible reading & prayer) going? Are you 
disciplined in ‘listening’ to God through his word? How many of the last 
7 days have you read your bible? (c.f. Ps 119:9-16, 97-105) 

 
 
 
 

9. What practical steps do you need to take to ensure you’re ‘listening to 

Jesus’ as he speaks to you by his Spirit through his Word? 
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1. What’s something that’s really small yet really powerful? 

 

 

2. What is similar & different about the mustard seed & yeast? 

 

 

 

3. In pairs, work together to make up your own parable/s that illustrates 

the same point that Jesus is making here! 

 

 

 

 

4. What is the Kingdom of God? 

 

 

5. What things do we learn about ‘the Kingdom of God’ from these 

verses? 

 

 

 

 

The Mustard Seed & Yeast  

Luke 13:18-20 
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6. Think again about the yeast in the dough. How much is a large amount 

(see footnote)? How can such a small amount of yeast affect such a 

large amount of flour? How is it the same for the Kingdom of God? 

 

 

 

7. How do we see the power of the Kingdom of God at work in the life of 

Jesus and His church? 

 

 

 

8. Do you ever feel that being a Christian, or being a part of MBM Youth is 

being involved with something insignificant, weak and unimportant? 

How does this parable encourage you? 

 

 

 

9. How has God demonstrated the power of his kingdom in the life of our 

bible study group, youth group, and/or church? 
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PRAYER POINTS 
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PRAYER POINTS 
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